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Foreword

4 March 2011 

Dear Minister

I have pleasure in submitting the report of the Public Inquiry into the outbreak of Clostridium difficile

in five hospitals of the Northern Health and Social Care Trust that took place in 2007/8.

I regret that the process of completion of the Inquiry’s work has taken longer than was at first

envisaged, but this was necessary to ensure that all those affected by the outbreak were given full

opportunity to describe their experiences, and also to comply with the legal requirements of the

Inquiries Act 2005, under which the Inquiry was established.

I wish to express my sincere thanks to the patients, relatives and staff of the Trust for their 

co-operation and goodwill in sharing their experiences during the outbreak with us. I know that

reliving these experiences was difficult for many of them, but we could not have undertaken our task

without their help. I am also very grateful to our expert reviewers for their thorough and careful

work, and to all our expert witnesses.

My task as chairman has been made immeasurably easier by the members of the Panel whom you

appointed to assist me. Dr Cornwell, Mrs Hayes and Professor Stout have worked tirelessly and with

great energy and skill in exploring all the matters contained in our terms of reference, and have been

a source of tremendous expertise and knowledge as well as of unfailing courtesy and support.

Our legal advisers, Ellen McAleavey, inquiry solicitor, and Frank O’Donoghue QC, senior counsel,

have given invaluable legal advice throughout, especially on the terms of the Act. Maria McCann,

our public relations adviser, has used her experience and knowledge to great effect in keeping us

in touch at all times with the public and the media.

Finally, I must pay tribute to the initiative and skill of our secretary, Kate McClements.  At every

point in the process of the Inquiry she has demonstrated her abilities of management, innovation

and persistence, and has won praise from all participants in the Inquiry, no matter what their

involvement, for her courtesy and sensitivity. Together with her small but able team – Paul

McTaggart, Sarah Schofield and Linda Miskelly – she has been fundamental to the completion of

our work.

I am grateful to all these colleagues. The report is the product of almost two years of intensive effort

by them all, but any errors it contains are mine alone.

Deirdre Hine

Chairman



This report is delivered to the Minister for Health, Social Services and Public

Safety on 4 March 2011 pursuant to section 24 of the Inquiries Act 2005.


